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Australia

History And Geographical Outlook B

Australia is the world’s largest island and the smallest continent in the
Southern Hemisphere. Its area is more than 7 min. square kms. The population is
about 18 mln. people. It is washed by the Indian Ocean in the west and the Pacific
Ocean in the east. Its official name is the Australian Commonwealth.

The first Australian people were the dark-skinned Aborigines. The
coming of the white settlers destroyed their tribal lives. The first
Europeans were the Dutch sailors in the 17% century. Only Captain
Cook, an English traveller and explorer arrived there in 1770 and
explored the land properly. He hoisted the British Flag an Australia
became a British colony.

More than 50% of the land is desert — dry and uninhabited. Thereare 3 deserts
there — the Great Sandy Desert, the Great Victoria Desert and the Gibson Desert.
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there — the Great Sandy Desert, the Great Victoria Desert and the Gibson Desert.
Very few people live there. Most of them live on narrow coasts of the east and
south-east. The main cities are also situated there. The highest mountains are the
Australian Alps. The highest peak is Kosciuszko ( 2,228 metres high). The longest
river is the Murray with its tributary the Darling . The largest lake is Lake Eyre.

Australia is divided into 6 states and 2 territories. The states are:
o New South Wales as the leading industrial state with the capital Sidney.
o Victoria is the state with the largest population and the capital Melbourne.
* Queensland is Australia’s second largest state and its tropical corner. Its capital =
is Brisbane.
o Western Australia is dry and the least populated. Its capital is Perth.
o South Australia is the third largest state with the capital of Adelaide. Wheat
and fruit (apricots, pears, peaches and grapes) are grown there.
o Tasmania, the island state is sometimes called the apple island, because it
produces most of Australia’s apples. Its capital is Hobart.
o Northern Territory is the least populated and the least developed part of
Australia. Darvin is its capital.
o The capital of Australia is Canberra. The city doesn’t belong to any state. It is
situated on the Australian Capital Tervitory and occupies 2,4 square kms.
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Australia is rich in minerals, such as coal, silver, iron and gold. It produces 5

wool, leather and exports meat, fresh and dry fruits, wheat and food products.
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| uwool, leather and exports meat, fresh and dry fruits, wheat and food products. N
K Australia is a self-governing state, a member of the British Commonwealth of

3 Nations. The Queen of England is the head of the state. The General Governor
i represents the Queen’s power.





